New philosophies in control of laser hazards in the outdoors.
In 1969, the first laser safety guidance was published by the U.S. Army. Since that time, the approach to the analysis of potential laser hazards has changed in some ways, such as in the determination of appropriate exposure limits, in the use of optical viewing aids, and in regard to atmospheric attenuation. Approaches have not changed in regard to other factors, such as atmospheric scintillation and the use of probability. The author discusses the philosophy behind the changes and also discusses "eye-safe" lasers.